
Teignmouth Local Green Spaces Assessment Report 

 

The Teignmouth Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy (Policy SLR1: Local Green Space, see 

Appendix 1 of this report) which proposes to designate Local Green Spaces (LGS).  

 

For such areas to be designated they have to meet criteria set by the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) in paragraph 100. 

 

 

 

The table below sets out each of the areas proposed for designation to determine whether they 

meet the NPPF criteria. 

 

The proposed spaces will be tested further during consultation to confirm local importance to the 

community. 

 



Figure 1: Testing Areas Against NPPF LGS Criteria 

Proposed LGS 

Close proximity 
to the 

community it 
serves? 

Demonstrably 
special to the 

local 
community?1 

Local in 
character? 

Extensive tract of 
land2 (approx. land 

area)? 
Commentary 

Bitton House Grounds Y 

Y 
(as a social and 
tranquil space 

for recreational 
value) 

Y N (0.8 ha) 

The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS.  The space forms the 
greenspace grounds of Bitton House, the 
location of the Town Council offices. 

Broadmeadow Sports Field Y 

Y 
(for sports / 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (2.5 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Coombe Vale (Bitton Park Brook and Coombe 
Valley Local Nature Reserve) 

Y 

Y 
(as a park for 

recreational use 
and for its 
richness of 

wildlife) 

Y 
Combined area  

N (6 ha) 

The combined area of both Coombe Valley 
Nature Reserve and Bitton Brook Park is 
around 6 ha.  Bitton Brook Park is 0.5 ha. 
Coombe Valley Local Nature Reserve is 
around 5.5 ha.  As the two areas function 
together, it is not suggested that they are 
split.  While the nature reserve has some 
protection from this status, it is 
considered that it should also be 
recognised as a LGS for its recreational 
value. 

The Rowdens (East Cliff Park) Y 

Y 
(as a park for 

recreational use 
and tranquillity) 

Y N (1.6 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS.  See Appendix 2 for 
further description of the area. 

Mules Park (East Cliff Park) Y Y Y N (3.5 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS.  See Appendix 2 for 
further description of the area. 

 
1 i.e. beauty, historical significance, recreational value, tranquillity, richness of wildlife?  Verges owned by the Highways Authority which do not have a recreational or 
heritage function are not typically considered as LGS. 
2 There is no definition for this, but it is the intent of planning guidance that open tracts of countryside are considered as extensive tracts of land.  However, extensive 
tracts of land will not usually see the other criteria / tests passed and so failure of the other tests will exclude a large area anyway.  Examiners have excluded areas of 15ha 
and above.  Experience suggests that most LGS are in the region of up to 10ha, with most smaller. 



Proposed LGS 

Close proximity 
to the 

community it 
serves? 

Demonstrably 
special to the 

local 
community?1 

Local in 
character? 

Extensive tract of 
land2 (approx. land 

area)? 
Commentary 

(as a park for 
recreational use 
and tranquillity) 

The Dell (East Cliff Park) Y 

Y 
(as a park for 

recreational use 
and tranquillity) 

Y N (3.3 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS.  See Appendix 2 for 
further description of the area. 

Frobisher Wood Y 

Y 
(as an accessible 

woodland for 
recreational use 

and for its 
richness of 

wildlife) 

Y N (0.7 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Kingsway Allotments Y 

Y 
(well used 

allotments, for 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (1 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Kingsway Meadow and Park Y 

Y 
(as a park for 

recreational use, 
for tranquillity 

and for its 
richness of 

wildlife) 

Y N (4.4 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

North of New Road Y 
Y 

(for recreational 
value) 

Y N (1 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Lower Kingsdown Road Play Area Y 
Y 

(as a park for 
recreational use) 

Y N (0.2 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Milford Park Y Y Y N (0.1 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 



Proposed LGS 

Close proximity 
to the 

community it 
serves? 

Demonstrably 
special to the 

local 
community?1 

Local in 
character? 

Extensive tract of 
land2 (approx. land 

area)? 
Commentary 

(as a wooded 
park for 

recreational use) 

Paddons Lane Allotments Y 

Y 
(well used 

allotments, for 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (0.9 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Teignmouth AFC Playing Field Y 

Y 
(for sports / 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (0.7 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Teignmouth & Shaldon Cricket Club 
(Hazeldown Oval) 

Y 

Y 
(for sports / 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (3.5 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

Teignmouth RFC Playing Field Y 

Y 
(for sports / 
recreational 

value) 

Y N (1.3 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

The Den Y 
Y 

(for recreational 
value) 

Y N (0.9 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS. 

The Orchard (Eastcliff Park) Y 

Y 
(for recreational 

value and 
tranquillity) 

Y N (0.05 ha) 
The space meets the requirements for 
designation as a LGS.  See Appendix 2 for 
further description of the area. 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 2: Local Green Space Maps 

 



 



 



 



Appendix 1 – Draft Neighbourhood Plan Policy SLR1: Local Green Space  

  



 

 



 



 



 

Appendix 2 – Further descriptions of Eastcliff Park areas 

  



 

Eastcliff Park 
  
Just a short walk up from the edge of the promenade, Eastcliff Park is one of Teignmouth’s hidden 
gems. Its many different areas offer something for everyone! There are sloping meadows packed 
with wildlife, plenty of space to walk the dog or simply enjoy the views down to the sea and estuary. 
Eastcliff Park also offers formal lawns in front of the Rowdens house, an ancient Walled Garden 
which is under restoration and a sub-tropical valley garden known as The Dell. 
 
The Dell   
This sub-tropical valley garden with four linked ponds and exotic shrubs was created around the 
time of the First World War. It now forms part of the park and its ponds and planting are under 
restoration. 
 
The Rowdens  
This privately owned grand house is a listed building with historic links to the park. It replaced the 
earlier Rowdens which was in a slightly different location. Rowdens was thought to be a childhood 
home of Charles Babbage, inventor of the computer! The lawned gardens of The Rowdens have long 
formed part of the park and provide the perfect place to relax or have a picnic. 
 
Mules Park Meadows   
These fields were presented to the people of Teignmouth by the Mules family. The meadows are 
allowed to grow long during the summer months to allow the tall wildflowers to thrive and set seed.  
 
Teign Transition Community Garden and Permaculture Project 
A portion of the Walled Garden has been leased to Teign Estuary Transition who run it as a 
community garden with informal weekly drop in and work gatherings. 
 
The Walled Garden   
Tucked away in the heart of the park this unusual circular walled garden is known to date back to at 
least 1825. Restoration is ongoing but the garden is open to explore. 
 





 


