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Message from the outgoing Mayor, Cllr Peter Williams:
My time has now come to hand the Mayoral chain to Cllr Palmer and I wish him and his mayoress,
Jackie, all the best for the forthcoming year.
I would like to thank ALL of you, the good townsfolk of Teignmouth, for making Cate and I welcome
as your Mayor and Mayoress over the last 18 months. As we all know, it has not been an easy
period and COVID prevented us from doing a lot of the ceremonial events that the mayoral team
would normally do. However, we did not waste our time and put it to good use supporting where we
could and laying down foundations for exciting new projects in Teignmouth which will bear fruit in
the coming months and years.
I would like to thank Anna Winston who acted as my secretary through this period. After 10 years'
service with the Council, she has moved on to exciting pastures new, taking up a post at Exeter
University. And I would like you to welcome Iain Wedlake as your new Town Clerk who will be
leading the town forward in the years to come.
It now just leaves me to sign off, thank Cllr Joan Atkins whose brainchild WAVELENGTH is, and all
my council colleagues without whose support I couldn’t have carried out the role.
Cllr Peter Williams
************

Message from the new Mayor, Councillor Iain Palmer
Welcome to the 4th edition of WAVELENGTH letting you know what’s happening in your town. It is a
privilege to be voted in as Mayor and my wife Jackie and I have been very busy with events already,
both in town and representing Teignmouth at outside events.
The town is starting to fill with visitors although people are still understandably very cautious. The
new streetlights have been installed by DCC on the seafront, looking good with a wave shape at
the top and flags attached. The playpark has been partially refurbished, although the timing is not
great, and should now be open, unfortunately not like the Lido which Teignbridge have announced
cannot open this year after all. It’s also good to see work being done to tidy up the Pier and many of
the town’s good-looking memorial benches being refurbished and new ones installed.
The Town Council is moving forward with plans to upgrade the Town’s CCTV system, replacing the
toilets and creating community units at the bottom of Bitton park, some still awaiting planning
permission from Teignbridge District Council.
It would be appreciated if all businesses would make sure not to block the pavements with signs, Aboards, bins, tables/chairs/benches, display stands, etc, because it is getting increasingly difficult
for those with disability scooters/ wheelchairs/pushchairs, and anyone with impaired sight to get
around the town.

Having been involved in lifesaving since I was 15, I really do hope that we have a safe summer with
the RNLI beach lifeguards/lifeboat crew, Teignmouth Beach Surf Lifesaving club, Coastwatch and
the Coastguard looking after us.
So, summer’s here and we have plenty of entertainment coming up. I hope you have a safe, healthy,
profitable and enjoyable summer season and I look forward to seeing you when I do my Walkabouts
around the Town.
Cllr Iain Palmer
______________________________________________________________________________
Mayors Engagements for 2022
Thursday 21st July 5pm
Sunday 24th July 3pm
Thursday 28th July
Thursday 29th September 7pm
Saturday 29th October 7-15pm
Friday11th November 10-45 am
Sunday 13th November 10am
Saturday 3rd December

Opening of the Beer and Cider festival, Rugby Club
Coastwatch Day
Teignmouth Carnival Procession
Teignmouth in Bloom Presentation at Bitton House
Firework Display off The Point (subject to Budget)
Armistice Day service in the Triangle
Remembrance Sunday parade and service at the War
Memorial
Christmas event, the Triangle (budget permitting)

Other events in the Triangle, on the Den or Seafront
Sunday 24th July to Saturday 6th August - Carnival week followed by Teignmouth Regatta.
Saturday 6th August - Eat, food festival in the Triangle.
Saturday 10th - Sunday 11th September - Gay Pride Event, Hollands Rd/Triangle
Look out for the traditional seaside entertainment from Prom Prom and their Seaside Follies
through August on the seafront courtesy of the Town and District Councils:
On 1st and 2nd; 8th and 9th; 15th and 16th; 22nd and 23rd; 30th and 31st on the sea front.
______________________________________________________________________________
The Council is trying to improve the availability of information, including events, by putting
up posters in the newly repaired Bladon’s Drum display boards, keeping the Pavilions
information point supplied with information as a central point, and also providing up-to-date
information for the Map Board by the Seaview Diner (courtesy of the Chamber of Commerce)
– as well as regularly updating the News and Events page on the website plus the banner
lines on the Homepage and other relevant pages.
A change of website provider is also enabling improved facilities and layout to be developed
on our website as well as the Love Teignmouth website so that, in the not too distant future,
we should be able to make subscription circulation possible for Wavelength and targeted
information to be sent to local organisations, e.g information on funding, initiatives, or local
community information, etc.
If you are interested in becoming a subscriber or maybe would like to volunteer to keep the
Love Teignmouth site updated, keep an eye out for information or contact Cllr Atkins. If you
want your event, performance, initiative, courses, publicised via the Town Council platforms,
please contact Cllr Atkins as she will be orchestrating this in the first instance – with a view
to making it a facility where authorised groups can upload their own information, time
sensitive, for limited time periods – possibly for a small fee – this has yet to be discussed
with Council.
***************

WARD ROUNDS - RAT CENTRAL!!
Teignbridge has again been contacted and asked for help in dealing with the continuing regular reports of
rats in the St James area in Central Ward, some using a bird bath at 2am for a wash!!! (this has now been
removed by the owners, for which thanks). Teign Housing have also been contacted re Douglas House, in
particular, where fall from mounted bird feeders (as well as the bird/rat bath) was clearly an attraction. Please
don’t leave food sources readily available for rodents in your area, either via spillage from bird feeders,
throwing food out of windows into the open, insecure rubbish bins, etc.
Some further detailed investigation by South West Water has indicated that there is major work required on
the drains system in the Douglas House area – many have collapsed and been damaged by our ratty friends
so will need to be properly refurbished in due course.

Information from Neighbourhood Watch Alerts:
WILDLIFE CRIME
Serious concern has been expressed by Neighbourhood Watch colleagues about numbers of dogs that
have chased, attacked and killed alarming numbers of sheep recently on Dartmoor and the surrounding
areas, which, apart from being really upsetting, costs the farmers large sums of money in dealing with the
injured and the loss of their livestock – sometimes unborn lambs as well.
LIVESTOCK WORRYING IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE.
ACTION COULD BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU AND YOUR DOG
– farmers are able to shoot dogs if it is the last resort to protecting their animals from harm so beware.
If you see livestock worrying taking place, please ring 999 if it is happening in real time, otherwise ring 101
or email 101@dc.police.uk and make contact with the Rural Affairs Team. For more information see
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/advice/your-community/rural-crime/ .
During 2022 Wildlife Crime Officer and the Rural Affairs Team in Devon and Cornwall Police will be
promoting Project Wingspan. This is a force-wide campaign to highlight the national wildlife crime priorities
by working with partners to raise public awareness to prevent wildlife crime across Devon and Cornwall.
Activities will include some operational work, and through internal and public awareness with partner
organisations.
Feb/March
Badger Persecution
May/June
Raptor Persecution
July/Aug
Bat Persecution
Sept/Oct
Illegal wildlife trade
Nov/Dec
Poaching (deer and freshwater fish.
There has also been a noticeable rise in QUAD BIKE THEFT in the last few weeks so farmers and members
of the public need to be vigilant in the countryside and report any suspicious activity to the police, noting
vehicle details and descriptions and contact the police using 999 is you suspect an offence is being
committed.
____________________________________________________________________________________
CHECK A WEBSITE and Switched-on Parent
Get Safe Online has partnered with Cifas, the UK’s leading fraud prevention service, to launch CHECK A
WEBSITE which is a new, easy to use online tool which helps determine whether a website is likely to be
legitimate or a scam……. before you visit it. It is hoped to prevent thousands of people in the UK falling victim
to unwanted online scams every year. You just have to type in the name of the website you want to check
and your results will appear within seconds – try it at www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite
For parents and grandparents, there is also a safety awareness campaign SWITCHED-ON PARENT
https://www.getsafeonline.org/personal/blog-item/great-new-online-safety-initiative-for-parents/ aiming to
help families deal with the thorny subject of online safety with their children – including a helpline until
September 2022 on 0207 744 0022.

**********
The South Devon and Dartmoor Community Safety Partnership covers Teignbridge, South Hams and
West Devon areas. They work together to make South Devon and Dartmoor even safer places to be. Their
focus is on preventing crime and anti-social behaviour whilst reducing reoffending. Over the next year their
main priorities are domestic violence, abuse and harmful sexual behaviour, violence prevention and violence
against women and girls, exploitation and changing youth culture.
As well as that though: the CSP set up a series of webinars called “Let’s talk teenagers” to help
parents and carers understand and support their teenagers in navigating the challenges of today’s world.
The first sessions were sold out with a huge demand manifesting itself (instead of an expected 100 or so,
over 740 requests were received to join), surprising even to the organisers in its magnitude. The feedback
was also extremely positive. With demand so high, a 2nd series ran in June.
The sessions, which cover topics such as teenage development and social and emotional changes, body
image, relationships, social media and emotional wellbeing and self-care, are delivered by parenting
experts Emma Stephens and Chloe Hosegrove from the Safety and Resilience consultancy.
The project has been funded by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, the Safer Devon
Partnership, South Devon and Dartmoor Community Safety Partnership and Teignbridge Council for
Voluntary Service and supported by Devon County Council and Teignbridge District Council.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Teignmouth and District U3A sent in the following report of some of their
activities earlier in the year (apologies for late appearance):
River Otter Bird Walk
A group of Teignmouth & District u3a members took part in a pleasant walk alongside the River Otter on
the morning of 4th April. Nick & Sara D'Agorne, well experienced at their craft, comment: "We were able to
see at first hand the changes that had been made to the landscape in preparation for the breaching of the
sea wall planned to restore the Otter to a tidal saltmarsh. Inevitably, this resulted in some wildlife
disturbance. However, we managed to see 40 species of birds over the 3-hour period, in spite of the
drought that had dried up many wetlands. "Star birds included a small flock of Greenshanks resting up until
the tide had receded and a Peregrine Falcon that flew low over the horizon.
Later on, in the walk during the coffee break the group was entertained by the antics of a Rookery (see pic
below). These almost sinister-looking birds were creating lots of raucous noise with arguments over sticks
for nest-building, accompanied by the repetitive summer song of chiffchaffs, singing from the nearby trees.

Strolling at Anstey's Cove

/More….

Ann Cook, Teignmouth & District u3a, led the latest of her Strollers groups along the coast. Ann comments:
"Eight of us had a lovely walk on what came under the heading of Anstey’s Cove, even though we didn’t
actually visit any of the coves due to a time limit. The sun shone and one of our intrepid strollers spotted a
sailing vessel from our view point on Meadfoot beach which one of the team identified, researching on the
spot, as the FS Belle Poule. Another one for the archives!
Regular reports of the U3A many and various activities often feature in The Teignmouth Post and you can
find out what groups are available and lots more information at https://u3asites.org.uk/teignmouth/welcome
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Land to be developed at the top of Exeter Road – tree removal, etc
Numbers of residents have been expressing concern about works taking place around Frobisher Wood
where the site for development is. Numbers of Councillors have been involved and Cllr David Cox reports
as follows:

Planning officers say they are aware of works that have been carried out to remove trees etc from the
site (however they haven’t seen for themselves). Following contact with the owner’s agent by the
planning officers it seems that the works being carried out are to remove the trees are those as shown
to be taken out in accordance with the Arboricultural Method Statement that has been approved as
part of the planning permission (reference 17/02480/MAJ) for the Reserved Matters.
Providing they stick to the plans, there is no further action the Council can take. However, if there are
any concerns about harm to the wildlife then this would be a matter for the police under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Devon Work Hub for Teignmouth is now open in the lower floors of the Library, close to the town
centre near Pellew Arcade in Central Ward. Work hubs are spaces where self-employed freelancers and
small businesses can flexibly use modern facilities including meeting rooms, hot desks and office spaces.
For more information https://devonworkhubs.co.uk/ https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/workspace/ or
phone 0333 234 2123. Prices start from £10 a day to £100 a month.
Customers receive free wi-fi, tea and coffee making facilities in a break room and benefit from opportunities

for networking and collaboration with other users and use of library facilities like a photocopier and printer
(chargeable). There is a phone room where you can make/take calls privately on your mobile, 6 hotdesks
in an open plan area for use during library opening hours (currently, this may be extended in the future). 2
single offices for private working, a small office space for 4 people and kitchen/break room for making
drinks, etc. If working from home is turning out to be harder than you thought, check out the facilities
available at daily/monthly rates, etc, and see if this could be a solution for your way of working.

https://devonworkhubs.co.uk

__________________________________________________________
_______
POLICE NEWS
We have a new Inspector in Teignmouth who is meeting, monthly, with Councillor Advocates in our
area.
The Police and Crime Commissioner asked for Councils to nominate one of their number
to represent them at a variety of
meetings, which now include these monthly meetings with
Inspector Stephen Philp and other local Councillor Advocates from the East Teignbridge sector.
These are proving very informative, in terms of finding out what is going on in our local area –
initiatives to deal with anti-social behaviour including outreach work from SPACE, Devon’s Youth
Service, and involvement in the huge anti-drugs operation that took place recently to combat the
County Lines Drugs activities, safeguarding over 200 vulnerable adults and children.
Operation Scorpion was a collaboration between the 5 police forces in the southwest region (Avon
and Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire), alongside their
respective offices of the Police and Crime Commissioners, the British Transport Police, South West
Regional Organised Crime Unit (SW ROCU) and the charity Crimestoppers to combine resources
to tackle drug supply in the region and make the Southwest a hostile environment for drugs.
The first phase in March this year resulted in the arrest of nearly 200 people, disruption to 400 drug
lines, seizing over £400,000 in suspected drugs and £130,000 in cash and saw over 300 vulnerability
and welfare checks being carried out.
The second phase in early July resulted in 127 arrests; 55 warrants carried out; 465 disruptions to
drug lines in the region; 237 vulnerable children and adults were safeguarded; c£638,000 worth of
suspected drugs seized (street value); more than £180,000 cash was seized and a vast array of
weapons were seized including air rifles, knuckledusters and knives.
Anyone with information about illegal drugs activity should report it to their local police service online
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/ - there is an easy-to-use menu – I want to report something
- and away you go, or phone 101 but ALWAYS call 999 in an emergency.

TO PASS ON INFORMATION ANONYMOUSLY:
…/more
Speak to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555 111 available 24/7 or use their
online, untraceable form. Contact will always remain 100% anonymous. They will never ask for a
name or contact details and the phone call or online report will never be traced so if you are afraid
of reprisals, this could be the way that you could help.
**********
Did you know that the Police Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 (PCSC Act) introduces the
Serious Violence Duty? This Duty is a key part of the Government’s programme to prevent and
reduce serious violence by “Taking a multi-agency approach to understand the causes and
consequences of serious violence, focusing on prevention and early intervention and informed by
evidence.” (Serious Violence Duty, Draft Guidance June 2022). This duty requires specified
authorities to work together to prevent and reduce serious violence. The specified authorities must:
Identify the kinds of serious violence that occur in a defined area;
Identify the causes of that violence (so far as it is possible to do so) and
Prepare and implement a strategy for preventing and reducing serious violence in the area.
The multi-agencies involved are working hard to build on existing frameworks to meet the
requirements of this new duty – as our OPCC advocate, I attended a seminar on this recently which
was extremely informative.

Devon County Council has just announced a new fund called the Growing Communities Fund
Grants of up to £3,000 are available to projects that support Devon Communities and individuals
wishing to build self-reliance and community resilience, tackle hardship such as food and fuel
inequality, improve mental health and wellbeing, address loneliness and isolation or respond to the
climate emergency
https://www.devon.gov.uk/communities/growing-communities-fund
All the details appear on the website above. Applications must be submitted online and
funding used or allocated before 31 March 2023.
**********
The TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL now has a page called
COST OF LIVING SUPPORT
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/cost-of-living-crisis/cost-of-living-help-andsupport
So, all in one place you can find out about (the main headings but there are details within
them):
the Household Support Fund
the Council Tax Energy rebate
Council Tax Support and Advice
Benefits and Support
Energy Saving information
Help with food costs
Help with finance.
This information may also be a lifeline in the coming months as people find that they are struggling with their
food bills. There are also some very dedicated people that, since COVID began, have got themselves

organised to offer help and support and developed into the Teignmouth Mutual Aid Community Larder. See
what they do below:

It is nearly two years since we started Teignmouth Mutual Aid Community
Larder in response to the needs of local people. We are now a registered Charity,
which helps us with applying for grants when they
are available. Otherwise, we are funded through the
generosity of individuals who donate on a one off or
regular basis.
TMA community Larder is a foodbank, but we do not
ask for references. We trust, give support with food
packs and ask, in return, that people tell us when they
no longer need help, so that we can help others. This
has worked well.
We provide a basic food pack on a Wednesday which
contains: Bread, long-life milk, eggs, fresh veg and
fruit, tinned meals, pasta or rice, breakfast cereal,
tea, and, when they are donated, other things like
biscuits, or toiletries. It is basic, but we aim to provide
at least 5 main meals, breakfasts, and more. We
cannot provide frozen of chilled food. We also signpost to other organisations who
can help people recover in different ways.
There are so many ongoing and
worsening reasons for needing
support. Because of the pandemic,
there have been: redundancies and job
losses; seasonal or Zero Hours
contracts that don’t pay enough;
pensions that are not big enough to
cope with today’s issues; cuts in
benefits, rises in food costs, and now
heating and fuel difficulties.
People may be struggling with illnesses or disabilities that cut their ability to work.
Others experience loss of income through family breakups, or personal issues, from
domestic violence to becoming a carer for a family member. This also creates stress
for the individual, couple or family.
So, if you are in the position where having free food would help you to pay off debts
or bills, and, if you live in Teignmouth, Shaldon or Bishopsteignton, phone Jackie on
07917 428 680 and have a chat about how we can help.
Funding is tight at the moment and we are eating into our reserves each month. We
are concerned that we might not be able to carry on after the next six months, so, if
you would like to help us, either with a donation, or to pack or deliver supply boxes,
on a Wednesday morning, then please get in touch. It doesn’t take much if you are
already struggling to fall off the edge. It could happen to any of us!
Text 07917 428680 to help or donate.
**********

A useful TDC service: Community Environment Wardens
There are a number of useful leaflets about dog walking, guidance for dog owners, fly
tipping, etc which will be made available on the Town Council website in the near
future.

Hi my name is Chris Kernoghan, I am a Community Environment Warden.
Our Community Environment Warden Team carrying out investigations into fly-tipping, littering,
dog fouling, dog PSPO order, stray dogs, and abandoned vehicles.
If a member of the public witnesses any of the types of incidences mentioned above, please go to
our website to log these complaints. We can investigate complaints and issue fixed penalties notices
when required. We would need to take a witness statement from the complainant regarding their
complaint. The complainant should be aware that if the matter was to go to Court, they would be
required to attend to give evidence if necessary.
We carry out regular patrols in our district areas.
The areas I cover are: Ashcombe, Bishopsteignton, Clapham, Dawlish, Cockwood, Dunchideock,
Exminster, Holcombe Burnell, Ide, Kenn, Kennford, Kenton, Longdown, Mamhead, Matford,
Nadderwater, Powderham, Shillingford St George, Starcross, Tedburn St Mary, Teignmouth,
Whitestone

Please do get in touch with me should you have any enquiries.

This newsletter is created to include as much topical and useful information as can be
passed on to the residents of the town, e.g:
COLD TIPS
The phone no. to ring for Western Power in a power cut is 0800 032 0311 to find out when power
might be restored. Did you know if you are disabled, very ill, or elderly, you can ask Western
Power about some extra help that they can give you – general enquiries 0800 0328 301
It might be hot now, but here are some tips on WHAT TO DO IN A POWER CUT – prepare for
winter possibilities:
Have a torch with charged batteries ready (better not to use candles/tea lights unless absolutely
safe to do so).
Check you have the right kind of phone; digital or cordless phones will not work in a power cut.
Keep an ordinary phone that plugs into the wall to use in a power cut.
Keep your freezer shut. The food should stay frozen for about 12 hours.
Put warm clothes on (extra layers) if it’s cold.
Make draught excluders now, if you’ll need them – get a pair of old trousers, cut off the legs and
sew one end up, stuff it full of other old clothes, and then sew up the other end.
Search the charity shops for thicker curtains – consider buying really long ones and doubling them
over if the curtain rail will take the weight – thicker curtains keep the cold out and heat in.
Be aware that towels and dressing gowns are a very warm extra cover for your knees or
shoulders.
Check on elderly or vulnerable neighbours to ensure they’re OK.
HOT TIPS
Please don’t walk your dogs during the day heat of the day when the pavements/tarmac/sand is
red hot. Try it yourself and you’ll soon see how blisteringly hot the ground can be and could
seriously damage paws. There are some really good tips and information here:
https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/keep-pets-safeheat#:~:text=Animals%20are%20at%20particular%20risk,time%20breathing%20in%20extreme%2
0heat The TDC Environmental Ward also has some useful leaflets.
Keep hydrated, both yourselves and your pets – and keep in the shade in the full heat of the day
i.e 11am – 3pm when UV rays are strongest.
Don’t forget to keep drinking lots of water, wear sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses!
**********
It is not intended to be political in any way. If you have any complaints please raise them
directly with the compiler, Cllr Joan Atkins, who would also be happy to receive any
constructive comments, useful ideas for future contributions or content, let alone praise.
In the next issue, we hope to address the responsibility split between the Town Council,
Teignbridge District Council and Devon County Council since much time is taken up by office
staff dealing with things which are not in the remit of the Town Council but for which they
are regularly criticised!
And last, but by no means least………TEIGNMOUTH’S DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:

THE REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION SUMMARY EXHIBITION FOR
TEIGNMOUTH’S DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN HAD A SPECIAL VISITOR!!!!!

The 6-week consultation period required legally for Teignmouth’s draft Neighbourhood Plan was
graced by special visitors! The Spitfire in the background, the Queen herself and a number of
small busby-wearing Guardsmen were created by the Bishopsteignton Knit and Tink group and
were on show at Teignmouth Pavilions when the summary exhibition of the draft Neighbourhood
Plan was held, 5 - 7 July, and a bit of creative photography shows the Queen (complete with
marmalade sandwich and corgis), apparently looking at our display boards.
The Consultation runs for just over 6 weeks from 5 July – 19 August and has been widely publicised.
All the documentation is available on the Teignmouth Town Council website –
https://www.teignmouth-devon.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Plan_18991.aspx
including a Response Form – and everyone is invited to look at this final draft of the plan and let us
know what they think about it. The responses will all be collated and put to the NHP Steering Group
which has driven the process this far, with the support of our consultant, Stuart Todd.
The first full draft of the plan was consulted on back in 2021, when, due to COVID, a summary leaflet
was delivered door-to-door to all Teignmouth properties. Have a look at the full documentation now
and give us your views. The document in which those previous comments were compiled and
considered by the Steering Group, and any resulting changes indicated, is item 16 on the list of
documents on the website, followed by Teignbridge’s informal comments on that newly revised
document.
As Chair of the Steering Group, Councillor Joan Atkins said: “This has been a
tremendous team effort to sift and sort the comments we have received and address them in our
plan. I, for one, am really proud of this suite of documents which represent the draft Plan and
supporting documentation and hope and believe that, when submitted for examination (the next
milestone), we will pass with flying colours”.
More/……

THE CONSULTATION FOR THE
PRE-SUBMISSION, Regulation 14, VERSION OF
TEIGNMOUTH’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
and its supporting documentation runs:
5 July – 19 August 2022
The summary boards are now located at Bitton House in
the Foyer where there are query forms and copies of the
Response Form if you are unable to access these online.
https://www.teignmouth-devon.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Plan_18991.aspx

All forms need to be returned by 19 August 2022 either to
the NHP@teignmouth-devon.gov.uk email address or to
Bitton House, addressed to Cllr Joan Atkins, Chair,
NHPlan Steering Group.

Jla/24.7.22

